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• Children who received polio vaccine outside of Canada may have received oral 
poliovirus vaccine (OPV). 

• OPV doses administered April 1, 2016 or later should no longer be considered 
valid; these children should be re-immunized using inactivated vaccine (IPV). 

• WDGPH will be contacting affected families of school-age children, but does not 
have immunization records for younger children who may be impacted.  

 
In Ontario, children are routinely immunized against polio at 2, 4, 6, and 18 months of age, with 
a booster provided at 4-6 years of age. These doses are always provided using inactivated polio 
vaccine (IPV) that offer protection against three poliovirus serotypes. Oral poliovirus vaccine 
(OPV) is not used in Canada, but is still commonly used in many parts of the world.1 
 
In April 2016, countries that use OPV transitioned from trivalent OPV to bivalent OPV. Bivalent 
OPV protects against serotypes 1 and 3, but not serotype 2. For public health purposes in 
Ontario, bivalent OPV doses are considered invalid and children who received them 
should be re-immunized with trivalent IPV. 
 
Children in your practice who are newcomers to Canada may have received one or more OPV 
doses after this transition. For these patients: 

• Consider any OPV doses received April 1, 2016 or later to be invalid 

• Provide catch-up doses using an IPV-containing vaccine as per the Publicly Funded 
Immunization Schedules. 

 
The validity of OPV doses received prior to April 1, 2016 is unchanged, since these would have 
used trivalent vaccine products. 
 
WDGPH will be notifying families of school-age children who are impacted by this change, 
based on immunization records that they submitted for school entry. These children will be 
advised to go to their primary care provider to receive the recommended catch-up doses. 
However, younger children who are impacted may not be known to WDGPH.  
 
Any children with inadequate immunization records should be considered unimmunized and 
started on an age-appropriate immunization schedule using IPV-containing vaccines. This will 
also meet requirements of the Immunization of School Pupil's Act, which requires that a valid 
polio vaccine series or a valid exemption is completed to attend school in Ontario. 
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To order more vaccine for your office please use the WDG Public Health Vaccine Portal OR fax 
a completed vaccine order form to 519-823-4903. 
 

Reporting Vaccinations to Public Health 
 

• For Health Care Providers: If you provide childhood vaccines, your office can fax the 
records to WDGPH at 519-836-2986. 

 

• For Parents: Parents can report immunizations directly to WDGPH using one of 
the following options: 

• Online: immunizewdg.ca 
• Email: school.vaccines@wdgpublichealth.ca 
• Phone: 1-800-265-7293 ext. 7006 
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For more information, please contact: 
Name/Title: Karen Mulvey, Manager Vaccine Preventable Disease Program 
Email:  karen.mulvey@wdgpublichealth.ca 
Website: www.wdgpublichealth.ca  
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