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e WDG Public Health is reviewing student immunization records and notifying families when
a student is overdue. Many of the vaccines are required to attend school.

e Mailed notices from WDG Public Health will likely generate demand for immunizations,
vaccine records, and/or medical exemptions. The notices specify which vaccine(s) are
overdue according to WDG Public Health records.

e Please fax any vaccine records to 519-836-2986.

Each year, Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph (WDG) Public Health reviews student immunization records
and notifies parents/guardians and students if their vaccination records are overdue. Specifically,
WDG Public Health looks for immunizations against:

e Tetanus e Haemophilus e Meningococcus
e Diphtheria influenzae type b e Hepatitis B
e Pertussis (Hib) e Human
(whooping cough) e Measles papillomavirus (HPV)
e Polio e Mumps e Varicella
e Pneumococcus e Rubella (chickenpox)

Bolded antigens listed above fall under the requirements of the Immunization of School Pupils Act;
varicella is required only for students born in 2010 or later. To attend public school in Ontario, WDG
Public Health must have either:

a. A record of immunizations showing the required number of doses, or

b. A filed exemption.

Without either a or b, students may be suspended from school for twenty school days.

For the 2024-25 school year, approximately 5,600 elementary and 2,900 high school students
across Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph are overdue for ISPA vaccines, according to WDG Public
Health records.

Notification for Missing Vaccines

Parents/guardians will be notified if the records for their child(ren) are incomplete. Notices will be
mailed to high school students in November, followed by elementary students in January. These
notices will specify what vaccine(s) are overdue according to WDG Public Health records. An
example notice can be found on our website.

WDG Public Health recognizes these notices are likely to generate increased demand on primary
care providers for immunizations, vaccine records and/or medical exemptions.


https://wdgpublichealth.ca/sites/default/files/blank_2024_ispa_notice.pdf
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Options for Students to get Immunized

WDG Public Health will hold High School vaccination clinics in December 2024 and January
2025 and will offer all the listed vaccines to any students who are overdue. All routine vaccines
are also offered in all three WDG Public Health offices. More information can be found on our
website.

For students and families who visit your office for immunizations with an immunization notice,
please refer to Ontario’s Publicly Funded Immunization Schedule for guidance about routine
and catch-up immunizations.

Ordering Vaccine

To order vaccine for your office please use the WDG Public Health Vaccine Portal
OR visit our website to complete a vaccine order form and fax to 519-823-4903.

Reporting Vaccinations to Public Health

e For Health Care Providers: If you provide childhood vaccines (ages 0-18), your office can
report them to WDG Public Health. Fax vaccine records to 519-836-2986.

e For Parents: Parents can report immunizations directly to WDG Public Health using
one of the following options:

*  Online: immunizewdg.ca

« Email: vaccine.records@wdgpublichealth.ca

*  Phone: 1-800-265-7293 ext. 7006

*  Mail: Vaccine Records, 160 Chancellors Way, Guelph, ON N1G OE1
Exemptions

Children who cannot be immunized for medical reasons need to have a Statement of Medical
Exemption completed by their physician and submitted to Public Health. If parents choose not to
immunize children for religious or conscientious reasons, there are other steps that they need to
follow. For more information, please refer to the WDG Public Health website.

Note Regarding Polio Immunizations

As outlined in a previous Physician Advisory (June 25, 2024), doses of oral poliovirus vaccine
(OPV) administered in April 2016 or later are no longer considered valid. As a result, some children
who were deemed up to date in previous years are now considered overdue. Students affected by
this change will be receiving a letter of explanation with their student immunization notices. These
students should be re-immunized using an IPV-containing vaccine.



https://wdgpublichealth.ca/your-kids/vaccination
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/your-kids/vaccination
https://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/immunization/schedule.aspx
https://vaccineportal.wdgpublichealth.ca/
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/healthcare-providers/forms-referrals-ordering
http://www.immunizewdg.ca/
mailto:vaccine.records@wdgpublichealth.ca
https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/014-4895-64
https://forms.mgcs.gov.on.ca/en/dataset/014-4895-64
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/your-kids/immunization-exemptions-children-school-and-child-care
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/sites/default/files/physicians_advisory_-_updated_recommendations_on_oral_polio_vaccine_2024-06-25.pdf
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For more information, please contact:

Name/Title: Karen Mulvey, Manager Vaccine Preventable Diseases
Email: Karen.Mulvey@wdgpublichealth.ca

Website: www.wdgpublichealth.ca
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