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e There is currently a shortage of rabies vaccine and immunoglobulin.
e Please review risk assessments with WDG Public Health prior to starting rPEP.
¢ RIG is not available to order for primary care settings until further notice.

Ontario is experiencing a shortage of rabies vaccine (Imovax-Rabies, RabAvert) and rabies
immunoglobulin (RIG) (HyperRAB, KamRAB). During this time, judicious use is essential.
Rabies post-exposure prophylaxis (rPEP) should be provided only when indicated, based on
provincial guidance and in consultation with Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph (WDG) Public Health.'

Please continue to report all suspected rabies exposures to WDG Public Health immediately.
e Fax a completed Animal Exposure Report to 1-855-934-5463, or
e Speak to a Public Health Inspector (Weekdays, 08:30-16:30): 1-800-265-7293 ext. 4753
e After hours and on holidays, call 1-877-884-8653

Contact WDG Public Health to review risk assessments prior to initiating rPEP.

Risk assessments should consider:
¢ Animal species, behaviour and health status
e Nature of contact (e.g., direct contact, bite, scratch or mucous membrane exposure)
e Circumstances of exposure (provoked vs. unprovoked)
e Location of wound (e.g., wounds on head, neck or hands are higher risk)
e Availability of the animal for observation or testing
When exposure risk is low, rPEP may not be indicated. Examples include:
e Bat in the bedroom, with no known direct bat contact and no evidence of bite/scratch
e Provoked bites from healthy, observable domestic dogs/cats with no signs of rabies after
10-day observation
e Bites/scratches from small rodents (e.g. mice, squirrels) or lagomorphs (rabbits/hares)
with typical behaviour

Accessing Vaccine and Immunoglobulin

Limited RIG supply is being prioritized to hospitals and will not be available for primary care to
order until further notice. Patients needing RIG and the initial rabies vaccine dose should be
referred to the nearest emergency department. Remaining vaccine doses for days 3, 7, 14, and
28 (if immunocompromised) are available to primary care. To receive the vaccine, please report
bites or contact incidents at the information above.


https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/R/2017/rabies-exposure-guidance-hcps.pdf
https://wdgpublichealth.ca/sites/default/files/animal_exposure_report_-_version_9.25.2024.pdf
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